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Analysis of C Functions Vulnerable to Buffer Overflow

KUANG Chun-guang, WANG Chun-lei, LIU Qiang, HE Rong-hui
(Beijing Institute of System Engineering, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract; In order to produce more secure C programs, and to improve the security of existed C programs, C library
functions that are vulnerable to buffer overflow attack are analyzed. They are analyzed to obtain the features when
they are used in a vulnerable way, and suggestions are given to avoid the vulnerable way. A buffer overflow detec-

tion tool that makes use of the analysis result can detect buffer overflow in C binary programs. The analysis result is

practical.
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C ] BEF= A2 25 v X 8 HS (0] B5 ) R A LA
EREP RN strepy O streat (), gets () | scanf

Wi EER: 2010—03—01; fEEIBHE: 2010—05—10

O .vscanfO) . fscanf (), viscanf () . sscanf() , vsscanf
O . sprintf O F vsprintf O, KA AFHFREANEAE
BEiH B 8 strnepy (). strncat (), snprintf (), vs-
nprintf() | fgets (), read (), fread (), memcpy (),
memmove() , bcopy() ,memcepy() ,memset() , bze-
ro(), recv () Fl recvirom O, #R{# B AR 2, X L
BRENIRZE 5 7= H % vp X i 1 TR) R, 7R AN 38 24 A
XL RS MR FHER . 0 R B, ixX 26 R
B AR AR R UMM, T EiRmA
RIFST TR B AN RBEWAE S A s FE
AE B A0 ] 38k S AN 2 15 .
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SRR 77 B Y B UK IR TR B R K B
HEKERE KERABMOKE=2.
2.1.1 KERZE

X RBOE L BIRE XA H MZE X AR
N EREPXAERT BME X, RRE P X
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char * strcpy(char * dest, char * src). strepy
W src Frs FRF B3 I F dest BriB NAFZS (], By
iR src FTEFA B ERT dest AT§NFFZ M
IR/

char % strcat(char * dest, char * src). strcat
¥ src TS FAF B 45 I 3| dest FTf 747 &8 1 B3
HAFER src I FRRNKES dest FrifFH &
BKEEZ FIRT dest T8 NTEZS [BI B K/D.

i P 2K R BT, R RIEZE X B R/DDT
HETHHME MBI,
2.1.2 KEMRHRG

XS RBTE N A TR M B ] BE X PR A%
A RKE BN RERA B RS R AR B PR
EEMEMXA/NEEN, S RHEPRE . X
KRB

int sscanf(char * str, char * format, char *
s, **+). sscanf ¥§ str % format A FEH#, HIEFE#H#
HERAFE s SR NFAAEE . HAER str fir
IBFERFBEE s EXRNATFHRERT s FHEN
FE2 (A BRI,

int vsscanf(char * str, char * format, va_list
ap). vsscanf {8 str FF8 FERF R & format FE R 55R,
HAFEREE R R ap P E BB NFEH
o HAHER str Br8 =8B 5 ap PRI XN AY
AWK ERT ap PRZER TR NFE E B R/D.

int sprintf(char * str, char * format, char *
sy **+). sprintf ¥ s Z4%¢ format } R 5%¥, B F for-
mat PHIFRFBERAF N I, RIGIERHBRERR
3 str riE NAEE ). RS EREZERERHKE
KF str Frag WA BRI/,

int vsprintf(char * str, char * format, va_list
ap). vsprintf Y% ap PR B format R FE#, H
| format H Y BUFRF R ERAT R 1L ARG R 45
RS str 8 N FE 2 (H]. HAFE R HZ A5 R
KERTF str frig A2 B AN.

i X R B, AR B R AR B PRI 7E
B 82 i X B K/NTEE .
2.1.3 kA
2.1.3.1 oR¥UTHT

XERPERERBEARE BRI X
REIMNEBSAINEPRWFRBREHRTT
FEAREIBR . R L, X R PRE L, BEFAH
HERXMNERBHRERFTRERTEHRNEHXY

KA, HE A A BB B X i . X IR AE

int snprintf(char % str, int size, char * for-
mat, char *s, =), snprintf ¥ s Z# format R,
¥, HF| format N B FHFRERAARFEHRER
FKESTF size HiL. REEBHRERRFE st
it NFaSA]. AR R size KT str TIEENES
[E1]: SN

int vsnprintf(char * str, int size, char * for-
mat, va_list ap). vsnprintf % ap A B #% for-
mat WX, BB format o I FFF B L IRFFEL
HMERNKESET size B1E, RFIEHBLERRE
3 str FriE NAEzs (6], HARME R size KF str ff#R
A2 R K /).

char * strncpy (char % dest, char * src, int
n). strnepy M src BT8R B I n PFAF B dest
FriE N AESS ). HAFER n KT dest g AEZE(H]
B/

char * strncat (char * dest, char * src, int
n). strncat M src FTfE FFF RN n NFFFE dest
B8 FAr R B R, HAFMER n 55 dest AT FAF &
K EZRART dest g NFFZS BRI R/D.

void * memcpy (void * dest, void * src, int
n). memcpy 18 src FrI§ REHRABHET n NFEHHEN
2l dest FREMINFEE R, A ERTBBFIFELEE
#F memepy B D n MFH. HFFMAER n XF
dest T8 WA [E] K/

void * memmove(void * dest, void * src, int
n). memmove 2 src FIHERNERNENE n M FEFH#
W3 dest FFIEMNAFERL, A ER GBI FHBS
HAF, memmove FLFE I n ANFA. HAHER n K
F dest Frg AR HIR/N.

void becopy (void #* src, void * dest, int n),
beopy 18 src FTi§ NN AEWET n N F I T 3
dest B I NFEZS(A], AN E R T B B FRBLE R,
beopy #4x#E I n ANF AT, HAFAER n KT dest By
&N R R/

void * memccpy(void * dest, void * src, int
¢, int n). memccpy & src BT WA N ABIE] n 4
FHHE N E] dest FIEMAEZE H. AEREGEDF
P EBEE AT » memecpy HREx#E I n AF A, HAHE
& n KF dest Prig S EIH K/

vold * memset(void % s, int c, int n). memset
K s B8NS RIET n DM F A o HAFER n
KTF s Frig MFFas R R/D
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void bzero(void * s, int n). bzero ¥ s fF¥85 N
FEE R BRI n DNFREA 0. HARHER n KT s FBr
& MFEZ BRI R/,

HRAXEREET, EHREABNENX KT
R KENTFHRET B R P X RN
2.1.3.2 5

T RealPlayer H 775 #) b R 26 B 1) — Ak
R R IR IR . RealPlayer 2—ZJE B RITH
ARG ER. RealPlayer 3 5025 () 3% BE B $F (wall-
clock)mﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂfﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬁ HH:mm:ss. { BTJ‘I‘EJ%I_&’

FRABLINF .
925 SmilTimeValue; : parseWallClockValue ( REF

(const char * ) pCh)
926 {

\ " e
957  char buf[10]; / * Flawfinder: ignore * /

962  while ( % pCh)

963 {

972 else if (isspace( * pCh) || * pCh == 4" || *
pCh =="—"|| xpCh =="2Z"

973 {

974 // this will find the last +, — or Z... which is
what we want,
975 pTimeZone = pCh;

976 }

982 -+ -+pCh;
983 }

1101  if (pTimePos)
1102
1103 //HH:MM.,..

1133 if (% (pos—1) ==".)
1134

1148  if (% (pos—1) ==""
1149 {

1150 // find end.

1151 UINT32 len = 03

1152  if (pTimeZone)

1153 {

1154 len = pTimeZone — pos;
1155 }

1156  else

1157 = {

1158 len == end — pos;

1159 }

1160  strncpy(buf, pos, len); / * Flawfinder: ignore
x/

1160 749 strncpy M pos B8 FHF R I len
AFAEE| buf B AFFZ [E. 1154 170 1158 473t
# len, A] W, len A] §EF pTimeZone AH3%, B 975 47
A, pTimeZone Fl pCh #H3%, pCh RSN EBEI A, E B
KEREARHE N, XBEKRE len WEKELRE
EBCA R, T h 957 4780, buf KA 10. B
BE7E 1160 477 B8 H BLER #h X 34 .

2.2 X

SRR g ST BB R TR B K BE 43 A
KETRE . KERBIABMKE =24
2.2.1 KERRH

XK ERBN A RA TR SRR, B
I, AR FREATRER T B WE KRN, S8
SZoh X . XK R

char x gets(char * s). gets MARUER ATEAF
IR s FRiE M NAEEE, HBMABRITFRFR
BRSO N Ik FARIE - MR A A BT
BRERT s g WAz BRI R/D.

ANDLZAE R 26 R 4K
2.2.2 KERFRGB

XK RE M P IA TR 8, R ERTEA
HFAF B T4, FE R B Pl BE S IR e e 45 R
WK E BIR B A IR RS RMKERSBEEH
ZWX R NEEN, SRR X G Y. X R
1

int fscanf (FILE % stream, char * format,
char % s, +). fscanf LM stream FEAKFERF S
% format AR, LK RS RRAFD s FPHE
B PFEZS (] . HAFAE R A stream HH3E A B 5 BB
5 s XM AFR K ERT s FHis NAFES A
K.

int scanf(char * format, char * s, ). scanf
TEMPRUER ATEA B FRF R % format B EE e, I
B RIRTFR s SR AN P, HARE
R—MRERARANFRFR S s FXR I HK
FERT s SR NFE IR

int vscanf(char * format, va_list ap). Vscanf
FE MR A A B A7 5 3% format AUFE R, 3
HF R RS ap IR B FTIE K INAE S 8] .
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HEERMRER A BB FRES ap PHER
XL AR A B BE R T ap R R BT R A FE 55 (A
IR/,

int viscanf(FILE x stream, char * format, va
_list ap). viscanf #EM stream {EIHF RSB {or-
mat M RFEHR, IR RRFE ap HHIRRFY
FER N TR ] . HARE R stream SR FAF &
5 ap S EX N AR R R T ap PRI R
g A= R RV

o 33K 288 R BT, AT R M 5 R A B PR WA
B X KNHEE M.
2.2.3 HhKE

XL R EREDBRBE ARA ZRIEM.
X R BT IS PR A AR R E#EAT T ™
MERIBRE]. R L, XA RPIRE &, B
ARFRHEHKEAR AR TFHNERRBIRAD,
H A TR rp X . X R aTs

char * fgets (char * s, int size, FILE »
stream). fgets M stream FF#E ) N EAFERTFH
3 s FrigNFEE e, B8 SRR GBS R
HEET size— 1 MFRFH I FHEFER size KT s
B8 MAFZS R R/,

int read(int fd, void * buf, int count). read M
fd i $8 SO 2B count T, FARFEE buf Frig
NAEZS ], HA4FME R count KT buf FT$8 N FEZS (6]
/.

int fread (void * ptr, int size, int nmemb,
FILE x stream). fread M stream FF']*ER size *
nmemb FH MBERIFED] ptr Fris RIAELS AL HAY
fiEf2 size ¥ nmemb KT ptr B NFFES (] IR/

15 F X 28 eR BOAT » BEHA DR M SO P I A B4
BKE/NFRET HHZE XK/
2.3 MK

HMARBE MR RB R A KE K.

LR ERERERBE AREEIRE
. X RPN EA R FRBNRKEHRTT
FERSEIRRE. R L, XK RPIR Z 4 BRI 4532
ARFRBHKER TR T HME X I KD,
FHA TR RBE X % . XREHELRE:

int recv(int s, void * buf, int len, int flags).
recv HEWCME I EHLERE #Y socket s &K AT len 4~
FHAR/PRIEE  FHE X AR R R buf TR

WFEES [H]. HARE & len KT buf Frig pu77 5 (8] 19
K.

int recvfrom (int s, void * buf, int len, int
flags, SOCKADDR * from, int * fromlen). recv-
from BTG EHL from 8 5B /K socket s &Y
len NMFHT R/ EEE , FHEX BB IRRIF R buf B
TR NFFZS ], HAFER len XF buf FTig NES
] B AR/

58 P I 26 eR B30T, 8 OR A 28 3 A B 44 R
BB /N T BT B s K ey RN,

3 HRIE

SCHRAEHT T C R RREOR AT BE S A 5% o X ig i
IR Y BREE, S M7 B AT AT BB 77 A % i IX i ) I PO R
AiE S gl g S g% v X 3 . AT R X 50 S K2
CEFAESEME, KR C A2 o 5% X 3 e
wiAAE 151
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